
Merry Christmas and a happy New Year from Šutna, a village couple of kilometers south-west 
of Kranj, Slovenia.

I decided that I shall write a newsletter and send it around for Christmas. I have not done that 
before in such a way, but I did want to share a couple of things from the year 2013, so that you 
get a glimpse from my life and so that you may be encouraged in the future.

�is year was a long and a hard year for me. So many things happened, that it is hard to grasp 
the fact, that it has only been a year since the last Christmas.

�rough the end of the last and through the start of this year God had taken certain things, 
securities, possible futures from me. It was a time that He wanted me to truly seek Him and to 
spend some time in quiet and in solitude. Before February I thought that I had already cemented 
my future with one person, but it seems to me, that God has other plans for me.
Another thing, that happened was, that my grandfather had been hospitalized for a while and at 
some times it was even possible that he could have died. You see, he had an infection and had to 
have his right leg, just above the knee, amputated, moreover he caught a dangerous bacteria 
MRSA, and was diagnosed with dementia as well, spending several months in psychiatry as 
well. Luckily he is well now. He is now staying at the Old-folks home in Ško�a Loka. From not 
being able to talk and not being able to move his arms even, he is now in such a better shape, 
that we can have normal conversations and he can even hold things with his arms. God is good.
�is year another di�culty was �nances. It was really di�cult for me to get work. God again 
wanted me to trust Him. �e biggest expense for me is school (College for visual arts - 
Arthouse), which costs me 2000 EUR per 8 months (a school year), but God is so amazing, that 
when I put all of my trust in him, even �nancially, He provided just enough projects and work, 
that I did via the company that we have at home (PET ZVEZDIC d.o.o.), so that at the time, 
when I had to pay for school I was at absolute zero on my bank account. �ough this month I 
was short on 200 EUR, my parents decided to chip in, so all was paid and I am back at zero 
again. Some might say that zero is not good, but I think it is perfect. It allows me to put more 
time into serving Him in Trdna Skala Kranj (the youth centre of our church) whilst putting my 
faith in my Maker. Moreover I am doing really really well in school and am also receiving good 
grades. God is good.

�ough the year was rough from one perspective, it was also a really really good year for growth. 
God taught me a lot through it. I learned to follow His steps not mine, I learned to have faith 
in Him where there appeared to be little to look forward for, but above all, I learned to trust in 
God with everything I am.

�is year also had some highlights of di�erent sorts.
English Camps were great this year and the �rst highlight comes from English Camp for Junior 
High kids. American group had fun, the kids had fun and all of us just clicked, we connected in 
a way I have never seen it on a camp ever before. Usually there was one or couple of people, who 
had some di�culties socializing, but not on this camp. One of the things I enjoyed most about 
this camp, however, was the role I had. Usually on the camp I was in charge of the slideshows, 
lyrics, etc. �is year God is pushing me outside of my comfort zone all the time and this year He 
decided to put me in the role of translating Joel, our speaker. �is meant, that I could relieve 
myself from projection, which I was able to entrust onto a helper among the students. Well, the 

thing is, that normally I like being behind the stage and serve as a technician or whatever is 
needed. I thought that I would fear the stage, that I will be shaking all the time. Oddly enough I 
enjoyed it. Moreover I was alongside Joel Woodard, a person, who started it all in Kranj and who 
used to disciple and mentor me while he was a missionary here in Slovenia. I feel honored that I 
was able to serve God alongside him.

Another role that was a tad di�erent, was on the High school Camp in Bovec. I shared my story 
from the intellectual side of how I got to know Christ and see the truth as it is, which was also a 
great intro to an apologetic night, which opened many minds to see Christianity as they have 
never seen it before and it possibly even opened some eyes. I pray that God would use that seed 
and that their questions would multiply in such extent, that it would shake the foundations of the 
belief (or non-belief ) that many hold in this day-and-age. �is camp was a great opportunity also 
to put even more trust in God and in Joe Kelley, who lead us through Canyoning and Rafting in 
Bovec. It is amazing, how the reality of nature and faith in God have a lot to do with each other 
and how one pushes a person to not only think, but act according in faith.

�e third highlight is from the tour "Rewrite Life" that a group Gift of �e Heart did in Slovenia 
this year. I was invited to be in charge of the projection. I had an honor serving Him by doing what 
I like to do anyways. I am thankful for this opportunity. I am also thankful for the friendships that 
were formed that week.

God is doing miraculous things. �is is the �rst school year in Trdna Skala Kranj in a long time, 
since we had an intentional discipleship group. Trdna Skala is primarily a youth group where we 
provide a safe place for kids to grow and learn while sharing �e Gospel with them through events 
and things that we do. Parallel to this we wanted to form one more part of Trdna Skala, that we 
call "�e Core group." Even before, because of the students, we moved Trdna Skala from Fridays 
to Saturdays and now Fridays again have another purpose - for purposeful discipleship group. God 
gave us Neža Skumavc and Filip Sukič to disciple inside that group, which is raising the new gen-
eration to continue, and Anelisa Ovsenik, who will be around as well, but because of time limita-
tions won't be able to constantly attend TS. �e goal is to build up and empower a new generation 
of leaders, to pass on skills and knowledge, to prepare them for life and live life with them, to disci-
ple them.

God is doing many things in Slovenia. Slowly but �rmly people are starting to doubt things that 
they were taught in schools and indoctrinated throughout past couple of generations. I believe that 
however God shakes our lives, it is worth trusting solely in Him and have faith, that whatever hap-
pens, it is because He wants best for us and wants us to learn something and to depend on Him 
and not on this fragile world.
And for when it is hard to do so, He gave us His holy Word, through which he can speak to us.
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